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Strategic Reading in the Content Areas: Boosting Achievement in
Grades 7-12 is designed to help content-area teachers increase learn-
ing in a subject and reading comprehension skills simultaneously. The
reading-to-learn strategies presented will engage students’ interest in
content, help them maintain their focus, and improve their understand-
ing and ability to apply what they read.

This kit presents the rationale, best practices, and strategies for inte-
grating strategic reading — the reading skills and techniques that pro-
mote information literacy across all subjects and across such functional
areas as study skills, test taking, and literacy for the world beyond school.
Strategic reading empowers students to draw upon a repertoire of skills
and strategies, which will help them to succeed in the many academic
and adult-world tasks that assume reading skills as a prerequisite.

Strategic Reading in the Content Areas includes a broad selection of
the best research-based and classroom-tested comprehension strate-
gies, applicable and adaptable to all students in all courses. Years of
research on student growth, as well as teacher testimony, point out the
tremendous advantages of training students in comprehension skills.

Section I – Comprehension in Context lays the foundation for stra-
tegic reading in the content areas. Chapter 1 introduces the concept of
strategic reading and describes the reading requirements needed in a
changing world. Chapter 2 examines the utility of matching readers with
the readability levels of texts and introduces the Lexile Framework for
Reading,® a system to measure the difficulty of many kinds of reading
materials. Chapter 3 provides practical suggestions and best practices
for infusing strategic reading into your classroom. Chapter 4, authored
by the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), provides current
information on assessment data research and reading. Chapter 5 ad-
dresses the rationale for reading instruction beyond sixth grade. Chap-
ter 6 presents a case study in teacher collaboration and literacy devel-
opment.

How to Use this Resource Kit
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Structured
Note-taking Sample Activity

Social Studies

Research indicates that over 50 percent of content is lost within minutes of reading
or hearing a passage. Structured note-taking is an excellent tool for helping stu-
dents select, organize, and remember important points from their reading. Students
use visual organizers to make notes of key points immediately after completing a
passage. This visual framework helps students determine which details are note-
worthy.

Objectives

• Students use visual organizers to recall and organize details from text.
• Students improve comprehension.
• Students become proficient in identifying significant points (main ideas) and

supporting details.

Materials

• Informational text (one copy per student)
• Graphic organizer handouts (one copy per student)
• Graphic organizer overhead or chart
• Overhead projector (optional)

Activity

Preparation

1. Prepare an overhead or chart with the blank graphic organizer form.

2. For guided practice, prepare a graphic organizer form with headings supplied
for students from their reading.

3. Introduce the note-taking strategy to students by explaining that over 50 per-
cent of what people read is forgotten within minutes. Ask if anyone has experi-
enced this. Tell students that this tool can help dramatically increase their ability
to remember information read and presented in class. This strategy will help
them improve test scores, class grades, discussion participation, etc.

Model

4. Give students copies of a short passage.

Defining
the Strategy

Teaching
the Strategy

Timeframe
25-40 minutes

For the Teacher
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5. Read the passage aloud as students follow along silently.

6. Put your graphic organizer chart or overhead up for students. Ask them to com-
plete each block of the organizer based on their memory of the reading. Add
your own responses. Explain your responses on the graphic organizer and refer
back to text to provide support.

Guided Practice

7. Give students copies of a new short passage for note-taking.

8. Assign partners.

9. Hand out a copy of the graphic organizer to each pair of students. For guided
practice, provide the major headings so students can be successful choosing
and ordering subordinate ideas.

10. After partners have read the passage silently, have them discuss and complete
the graphic organizer.

11. Ask pairs to share their responses with the class, using text references to vali-
date their choices.

12. As groups share, add answers to a master graphic organizer chart for the class.

Independent Practice

13. Give students copies of a new short passage to read independently.

14. Hand out blank graphic organizer sheets.

15. Instruct students to survey or preview text by looking for subheadings, pictures,
graphics, captions, etc. These will provide clues about significant points.

16. Direct students to read their passage silently and complete their own graphic
organizer.

17. As an option, have students meet with a partner to share their graphic organizer.
Direct them to use text to explain why they included certain information.

18. As students become proficient with this process, guide them through a session
of developing their own graphic organizers. Student-generated organizers will
better suit individual learning styles.

Teaching
the Strategy
continued

Structured Note-taking




