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study of 30 high schools that were included in the

Bringing Successful Practices to Scale initiative.
These schools provide great insight into how high schools
can help all students complete a rigorous and relevant
curriculum. There is no one formula for a successful high
school; however, certain characteristics appear to be
consistent across the high schools. They are:

This compendium presents the findings from a

* Focusing instruction around students’ interests,
learning styles, and aptitudes — typically through small
learning communities

* An unrelenting commitment to excellence for all
students, with emphasis on literacy across the
curriculum

e Alaser-like focus on data to make daily instructional
decisions for individual students

Solid and dedicated leadership

An extraordinary commitment of resources to 9" grade
students

A rigorous and relevant 12" grade year

High-quality curriculum and instruction that focuses on
rigor, relevance, relationships, _
and reflective thought

Strong relationships driven by
character education
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Includes the following materials from the Model Schools Conference:

v 30 Case Studies of America’s Most Successful High Schools
v “America’s Most Successful High Schools — What Makes Them Work,” by Dr. Willard Daggett
v Two DVD presentations:

“Preparing Students for a Changing World”

“Successful Schools — What Makes Them Work”

America’s Most Successful High Schools —

What Makes Them Work by Willard R. Daggett

Executive Summary

A. Introduction

B. Key Findings from Bringing Best Practices to
Scale

C. Why, What, and How — The Process of Reforming
American High Schools

D. Snapshot of the 30 High Schools

Attachment 1 — Project Description

Attachment 2 — Summary of Meta-Analysis

Case Studies of Successful High Schools
Academies at Englewood

Academy for the Arts, Science and Technology
A.J. Moore Academy

Boston Arts Academy

Brockport High School

Brockton High School

Caprock High School

Central Educational Center

Clark Magnet High School

David Douglas High School

DeBakey High School for Health Professions
Excelsior Education Center

Fort Mill High School

Granger High School
Harrisonburg High School
Highland School of Technology
Kennesaw Mountain High School
Kenwood Academy High School
Lincoln Park High School

Los Fresnos High School
McFatter Technical High School
Menomonee Falls High School
Merrimack Valley High School
Oxford Academy

Roswell High School

Saunders Trades and Technical High School
Stuart High School

Sumter High School

Toledo Technology Academy
Valparaiso High School

Appendix A — Rigor/Relevance Framework

Appendix B — Quadrant D Examples from Successful
High Schools
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